CHAPTER III
1814—1820
Balzac's tutors and law studies—His youth, as pictured in the " Peau de Chagrin "—His father's intention of making him a lawyer—He begs to he allowed to become a writer—Is allowed his wish—Life in the Rue Lesdiguieres, privations and starvation—He writes " Cromwell," a tragedy.
AT the end of 1814 the Balzac family moved to
Paris, as M. de Balzac was put in charge of the
Commissariat of the First Division of the Army.
Here they  took a house in   the  Rue  de  Roi-
Dore, in the Marais, and  Honore  continued  his
studies with M.  Lepitre,  Rue  Saint-Louis,  and
MM. Sganzer and Benzelin, Rue de Thorigny, in
the Marais.   To the influence of M. Lepitre, a
man who, unlike old M. de Balzac and many other
worthy people, was an ardent Legitimist before as
well as  after  1815, we  may in part trace  the
strength of Balzac's Royalist principles.    On the
13th Vendemiaire, M. Lepitre had presided over
one of the sections of Paris which rose against the
Convention; and though on one occasion he failed
in nerve, his services during the Revolution had
been most conspicuous.    On his reception at the
Tuileries by the Duchesse d'Angouleme, she used
these words,  never to be forgotten  by   him  to
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